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I think a lot of times the Old Testament
gets a bad rap. People will point to books
like Leviticus or Deuteronomy that are
filled with law and instructions…many of
them seemingly no longer relevant. Other
people will get lost among the doom and
gloom of some of prophets like Jeremiah
or Ezekiel. Yes, the Old Testament was
written in a very different time and
place…but it can also be fascinating and
helpful and every bit as grace-filled and
life-giving as the New Testament.

Every autumn for the last several
years we’ve be traveling through the Old
Testament in chronological order using a
set of readings called the Narrative Lectionary. By hearing these stories in order, I hope you’re getting a sense of the larger story. God was
certainly at work back in those ancient times, doing some amazing things. Sometimes we don’t see God
working the same ways today. However, one thing that we do have in common with those all those ancients of the Old Testament is that we are just as broken as they are. If one thing shines through the Old
Testament stories more than anything else, it is the sinfulness of humanity. Abraham’s doubts, Jacob’s
deception, the Hebrews’ idolatry, the violence of the Judges, the unfaithfulness of the Kings, and the
longing of the prophets…they are us. The essence of those Old Testament stories is still around today.
And so are God’s promises. God just keeps trying and trying throughout the Old Testament.
God is relentless and refuses to give up on humanity. God forgives and heals and restores and brings
back home…time and time again. God is still doing that today. The promises and the grace found
throughout the Old Testaments is also still around today. In that grace and in those promises, we find
our purpose today. God has much to say and do in our world today and God gives us the privilege (and
responsibility) to be the bearers of this good news. Can we have faith like Abraham? Can we forgive
like Joseph? Can we be bold like Moses? Can we pray like Hannah? Can we lead like David? Can we
be Spirit-filled like the Prophets? In these people and stories, we can also find ourselves…and our purpose.
In Christ,
Pastor Chad

September Worship Schedule
9:00 AM - OUTDOOR WORSHIP
10:30 AM - VIRUTAL WORSHIP on Facebook Live
If there is questionable or bad weather, a decision will be made about the Outdoor Worship
service by 8:00am that Sunday. Any cancellation will be advertised via email & on Facebook.
If the Outdoor Worship is cancelled, it will automatically become an Online Service at that
same time (9:00am).

Men’s Breakfast & Quilt Day
Men’s breakfast & Quilt Day for September are
cancelled.

Pastor Chad Langdon
5356 N. Hillside, Wichita, Kansas 67219
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Phone: 316-744-1242 Fax: 316-425-8875
www.Christ-Lutheran.org

July

YTD

Rolling 12

2020

2020

Months YTD

Receipts

$10,853.89

$103,883.15

$228,383.64

Expenses

$16,937.73

$116,250.52

$206,626.73

Women's Bible Study

Variance

$-6,083.84

($12,367.37)

$21,756.91

The Women's Bible study will meet next on Sept 10 from 1
p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Chisholm Trail Park. Please access the
park from Oliver and drive to the first picnic shelter on the
right. You may bring your own chair if you wish and a mask
and bible and we will socially distance. We will begin the first
of 3 sessions on "Holy time" in the Sept issue of the Gather
magazine.

Building Fund Update
July Giving: $1,827.35
2020 Total: 20,929.22
Parish Nurse - Mary Garrelts
For any medical questions or concerns please contact Mary Garrelts at
mbgarrelts@cox.net

E-mail: pastor@Christ-Lutheran.org

All women are welcome! Please consider coming even if you do not currently subscribe to the magazine! I
hope you will think about sharing highs
and lows from the summer and a time when you saw God. For
questions contact Rosie Harder 200-3233 or
ma28rr77@cox.net

COVID-19 RESPONSE UPDATE
Christ Lutheran’s COVID-19 Task Force has created a Risk Assessment Tool for helping us determine which events we can host and what the potential risk levels for any
events might be. The Task Force, the Council, and the staff will be using this tool to
make decisions for how to proceed in this uncertain pandemic environment. If you
have questions or desire to participate in a ministry, but aren’t sure what the risk level
might be, feel free to call the office or talk to a Council or Task Force member.

How do you picture Jesus?
After reading “Dear Church” by Lenny Duncan, the small group that studied this book decided that we needed
to offer a vision of Jesus that goes beyond a “white” Jesus. At church, we now have pictures of Jesus from
cultures around the world and they reflect how those people and those cultures picture our Lord. Since no one
is really able to come into the building right now, we thought we’d display the pictures here for you to enjoy
& ponder. Which picture of Jesus are you drawn to? Which picture of Jesus are you challenged by? Why?

Blessing
of the
Backpacks
August 16, 2020

A big thank you goes out to Paul Shaw, Kenny Shaw, Donn Bischoff,
and Freyja Carlstedt! These dear people have been faithfully doing all
of our lawn mowing and landscaping duties this past spring and summer. They have all put in many hours and have done an outstanding
job. Please be sure to let them know how much they are appreciated!

I wanted to thank everyone for the prayers, cards,
notes and phone calls that
I received after my surgery. ~ Wanda Unruh

Thank you, thank you, thank you, Congregation, for your generous Amazon
gift for my classroom and kiddos. My
heart is overflowing, as it will bless my
students and me in a year and will no
doubt be challenging. Again, many
thanks! ~ Sheila Schul

Dearest Church,
What a wonderful surprise we received in the mail this week!! Oh my, if
you only knew what this did to lighten our worries and concerns about
this upcoming school year. It wasn’t so much the monetary value that
touched us, but just the pat on the back that you have our back! The
money will be put to good use, trust us. Thank you so, so much for your
generous gift! ~Mitch Neuenschwander & Gina Christensen

Christ Lutheran,
Thank you so much for the $50
Amazon gift card for my classroom. With the uncertainty of
how this year will look, having
some extra money to buy needed
ideas is greatly appreciated.
Thank you for being so thoughtful! ~ Dionne Becker

RECOMMENDED RESOURCE
We are fast approaching election season. Political discussions and decisions take on new importance. To help you prepare for November’s
elections as a Christian, I highly recommend an eBook called “The
Voting Booth” by Skye Jethani. It is available on Kindle or the Kindle
App and sells for only $4.99. It’s short (about 65 pages – I read it in
about an hour), to the point, and is written in parable form (similar to
“A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens). Here’s the description from
Amazon:
How should a Christian relate to the culture? For generations, Christians have been told to either escape the culture to avoid its ungodliness, or to aggressively engage the culture by seeking power and control over it. But are those a Christian’s only options? The Voting Booth
presents a third path for a new generation of Christians seeking to love
both God and their neighbor.
If you are interested at all in the intersection between faith and politics
or are struggling with how to vote in November, I recommend you
check out this great little book.
~Pastor Chad

Council Meeting
There will be a Council meeting on September 28, 2020 at 6:00pm.

ST. PAUL’S BREAKFAST
Our next date to serve St. Paul’s Breakfast is Saturday, September 26. Because
people are still hungry during this time, we will still be serving this meal to our
community. There will be no preparation on Friday night and everything will take
place on that Saturday morning at St. Paul’s. We will need about 8 people who
are willing to meeting down at St. Paul’s at 7:00am on Saturday, September 26
to prep and serve the meal. We’ll be doing biscuits & gravy, along with some other sides. Please contact Donn Bischoff if you are willing and able to help. The one thing that we do need donations for is
water bottles. If you would like to donate a package of water bottles, please just leave those near the
front door of church and we will make sure they get included in the meals. Thank you!
The risk level for this event is

HIGH

HUMAN NEEDS UPDATE
* Right now we are collecting peanut butter! If you have some peanut butter to contribute,
you can just leave it in the drop box or entry way up at church.
* During September we are focusing our efforts on CROP Walk. We are again sponsors for
this event but do not yet have a team. Interested people can register on-line. This year the
walk will be a virtual event. This is the link to information on the walk and how to register: https://www.crophungerwalk.org/wichitaks/
* Thank you for the support of the Partner's for Wichita "Filling the Gap" program. This was
a quite stressful year to plan secondary to COVID, but Christ Lutheran came through with
lots of donations and volunteer time. Thank you!
* We will continue to accept clothing donations to support the thrift store for Mision San
Juan de Dios. If you have clothing donations, feel free to drop them off at church. There
are some tubs in the entry way where we are collecting these items.

A SERVICE OF LAMENT & REMEMBRANCE
As the death toll of COVID-19 continues to grow in the hundreds
of thousands, the weight of loss is heavy on the hearts of the
people of God. As you well know, these aren’t just numbers,
they are people in our congregations and communities.
The Central States Synod is planning an online service of lament
and remembrance for Labor Day weekend to name our grief, but
also to commend our loved ones and ourselves to God’s care.
Once details of this service are released, we will notify the members of Christ Lutheran so you can watch and participate.

UPDATE FROM THRIVENT
For the first half of 2020 eligible
Thrivent members have designated
$1,033 Thrivent Choice Dollars to
Christ Lutheran Church. To learn
more about this program, eligibility
rules, and how to designate, please
visit www.thrivent.com/choice.
Thank you!

CONFIRMATION

YOUTH GROUP MISSION TRIP IN 2021?

Pastor Chad met with most of our Confirmation students &
parents a couple weeks ago. This year our confirmation program will mostly be done at home, at-your-own-pace, and is
called “Seeds of Faith.” To help with this, each student has a
notebook available here at church. You can make arrangements to pick them up during the week or you can pick them
up if you come to worship on a Sunday. The entire curriculum is also available to download from our website at:

We have been invited by the youth group
from Gloria Dei Lutheran to go on a mission
trip in June 2021. The trip is to Kenosha, WI
and we would be going from June 19th – 26th.
It would involve a trip to Six Flags, as well as
a week’s worth of service and mission to
people who need it the most. This would be
for middle & high school students. Please
let Pastor Chad know if you are interested in
attending this Wisconsin Mission Trip.

www.christ-lutheran.org -> Ministries -> Confirmation

YOUTH ACTIVITIES:
Grades 6 –12
9/2 Wed

Disc Golf in Park City

We will meet at Hap McLean Park near the back of the
park at 6:00pm. Parents can play or pick up your youth
at 8:00pm. Bring your own water & wear comfortable
shoes. Discs will be provided if you don’t have any.

9/15 Tues

Ball Games & Campfire

We will meet at the Outdoor Sanctuary at 6:30 for
some socially distanced games, devotion & a campfire.
The Risk Level for these activities is MODERATE.
Please note: For most of this fall, our Youth Activities will
take place on the First Wednesday & Third Tuesday of the
month. Please watch the bulletin for more details & announcements about upcoming activities.

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY
This fall Pastor Chad will be leading a Zoom Bible study on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month. These
Bible studies will start at 7:00pm. A few days before each one, the invitation will go out to the entire congregation along with what verses we will be studying. The passages will be previewing & preparing for what we
will covering in worship. Anyone is welcome to join us. For September, our schedule will be:
9/9

7:00pm

Genesis 2:4-17; 3:1-8, and 15:1-6

9/23

7:00pm

Genesis 37 & 50 and Exodus 12 & 13

Sun

6
John White (b.)
Nathaniel Becker
(bap.)

13

Mon

7
Nicholas Lechner
(b.)
Nora Callison (b.)

Marty Albright (w.)
Steph Albright (w.)
14

SEPTEMBER
Wed

Thu

4

Fri

5

Sat

Birthday (b.), Anniversaries (w.) and Baptisms (bap.)
Tue
3

23

Grant Stucky (b.)
Marcene Carstensen (w.)

24

Allen Olson (w.)

Kelly Olson (w.)
11

18

25

Matthew Steinert
(b.)

26

Norma Langer (w.)

19

Buddy Martin (b.)

12

Alex Schul (bap.)

Carol Jones (b.)
Lucy Garrelts
Ryan McDaniel (b.) (bap.)
Paige Gibbs (bap.)

2

Connie Schlatter
(b.)

9

17

10

1

Margaret Dietz
(bap.)
Scott Schul (bap.)
8

Janet Balzer (w.)
Ted Balzer (w.)

16

22

Courtlynn Dykstra
(b.)

15

Joan Bowen (bap.)

30

Lantana Howell (b.) Chris Ward (b.)

29

Donn Bischoff
(bap.)

David Lechner (b.) Shannon Banta (b.)
Henrik Vingerud
(bap.)

Jeff Garrelts (bap.)

28

21

Breanna Foster (b.) Amanda Ensminger
(w.)
Brittany Lechner
(b.)
Stephen Ensminger
Cameron Scott (b.) (w.)
Kevin Dykstra (b.)
20

27
Kim Brown (w.)
Tara Brown (w.)

Ben Gibbs (bap.)

Kenzie Mason
(bap.)

